
SIMPLE IN CONCEPT, THE 2018 GOLDEN GLOBE RACE RE-ENACTMENT 
HAS ATTRACTED WORLD-WIDE ATTENTION AND IS BEYOND THE POINT 
OF NO RETURN FOR THE ORGANISERS … ME!

miles solo nonstop around 
the world for 300 days in 
heavy, little production 
boats 32 to 36ft long 
designed before 1988, using 
no modern gear, satellites or 
electronics?

WEEK TWO
It felt like two months. 
There were now 26 sailors 
hoping to join the GGR 
family. They all visualised 
crossing the start line 
together on June 14, 2018.

And this is what they 
were saying: “Hello, My 
name is Roy _____ and 
I have been waiting for 
this race my entire life. I 
would very much like to 
send in an application for 

the chance to be a part of 
this. Sailing and the ocean 
are a huge part of me and 
it has been my dream to 
compete just like Knox-
Johnston and Moitessier 
did. Is there anything I 
can do to help with the 
application process? It is 
a simply brilliant idea to 
bring the sport back to its 
roots. The world needs more 
simplicity. Thank you very 
much for you time. Cheers, 
Roy.”

THE PRESENT
Today as I write this, it is 
just four weeks from that 
launch. I have a list of well 
over 34 sailors waiting to 
sign on. They are young, 

old, inexperienced, world 
famous, men, women and 
all here for a personal 
reason. This adventure is 
different things to different 
people. It is definitely a 
race and all of a sudden 
I realise my Tradewind 
35 is two tonnes heavier, 
with a shorter mast and 
boom than half the other 
approved designs! Oops … 
but I love that boat so will 
just have to drive harder.

The original Sunday 
Times Golden Globe Race 
in 1968 is the ancestor of 
all shorthanded racing 
around the world. The 
BOC Challenge, the Velux 
5 Oceans Race, the Vendee 
Globe, the Barcelona 

World Race and others all 
came from this. Now a 
new generation is set to 
relive history and for the 
organisers (that’s me), our 
race has begun. How do 
we handle all the entries 
and enquiries? There will 
only ever be 25 entries 
issued with another five 
“Special Invitations” offered 
by the organiser. The wait 
list can be a maximum of 
only 15. Already we may be 
oversubscribed and it is still 
three years to the start!

No one yet has applied as 
applications open on July 1 
with the release of the Pre-
Notice of Race. Let’s see if 
they do, when they can. We 
will then introduce some 

I 
have lots of ideas. 
Some so crazy I tell no 
one. Others so exciting 
I have to and the 
reactions are always 

interesting. At times I even 
ramp it up a bit to stir the 
listener into action if they 
resemble a wall. Rarely am 
I surprised at the response 
because over a lifetime you 
get to expect anything.

Then I thought of the 
Golden Globe Race (GGR)
and wow … I am shocked, 
surprised and very happy it 
has gone off!

WEEK ONE
We announced the race 
in the United Kingdom on 
April 22 and within days 
had more than 4000 views 
of the GGR launch video clip 
and 16 sailors waiting to 
enter with $14,000 deposits 
ready.

I was spending 16 hours 
a day on the computer 
responding to media and 
sailors as news bounced 
around the world about this 
retro reincarnation of the 
famous 1968 Sunday Times 
Golden Globe Race, often 

referred to as A Voyage of 
Madmen, after the book 
of the same name. Sailors 
came from every continent 
except Antarctica. The 
international media went 
crazy with it.

Sailing commentators too 
were just as enthusiastic.

Bob Fisher, an 80yo UK 
yachting journalist supremo 
had this to say: “I can only 
make excuses. Would 
love to do it but my work 
schedule goes past the 
start date! Otherwise, in a 
heartbeat.”

Elaine Bunting, editor 
of Yachting World, in 
her coverage of the GGR 
launch said: “Part of me 
rather fancies a crack at 
it myself.” A week later 
she added: “I think you’ve 
awoken something really 
interesting and really big.”

Herb McCormick, 
executive editor of Cruising 
World said: “It certainly 
sounds like the right idea at 
the right time.”

So what’s all the fuss 
about and why the huge 
interest in sailing 30,000 

OPPOSITE PAGE In 1968, Suhaili was a simple as you could get. 
There were basically no rules and if you were never seen again, so be 
it. Today risk minimisation is part of responsible adventuring and the 
only aspect where modern technology is allowed in this 2018 Golden 
Globe Race. ABOVE LEFT The Rustler 36 is approved for the Golden 

Globe, and there are plenty for sale from $100,000 up to $400,000. 
ABOVE RIGHT Robin Knox-Johnston at the chart table, work bench 
and radio center aboard Suhaili during the first days of the 1968 
race. This is not what you see on a Vendee Globe yacht but 2018 
Golden Globe Race entrants will only use similar gear!

A simple 
adventure, bigtime
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new rules and conditions 
for entry. To qualify they 
must now sail for a day 
under jury rig in the ocean 
and again on another day 
using an emergency rudder 
system. 

Anyone can enter, even 
without a boat, money or 
sailing skills, but they must 
show us why we should let 
them. We will let the best 
and biggest in, we will let 
the average sailor or 16yo 
girl in, even the serious 
dreamer can come, but only 
if they show us why we 
should and that they will 

really be at the start line.
I have some big 

challenges ahead and 
must deal with this 
amazing issue of too 
many applicants, that no 
other around-the-world 
race has ever experienced. 
Yes this race is different 
and sponsors, partners 
and official suppliers to 
the event can see this 
too. Sailors and media are 
already captivated with this 
2018 Golden Globe Race. 
Many are simply just plain 
excited.

The GGR is giving sailors 

a chance to follow their 
dreams in a structured 
event that takes them back 
to the basics. A simple, 
uncomplicated challenge 
that can be attempted with 
their own cunning. A solo 
circumnavigation where the 
achievement is all driven 
by the person, not the latest 
computers or the lightest 
carbon mast or the most 
expensive hull, nor a shore 
team that is so complex 
with remote monitoring so 
complete that the sailor is 
just a pilot. This skipper is 
on a little boat. He or she 

calls the shots and pays the 
price.

THE FUTURE
I see things I wish I could 
share, but until these 
sailors go public we must 
wait. The Golden Globe 
family now grows with 
the most amazing group 
of people, all with their 
own stories to tell. They 
are all the types you could 
imagine, so it will be a 
colourful circumnavigation 
of diverse minds, skills and 
reason. Our plans have had 
to grow with the scope of 

Ocean Adventure

the event, which is now 
all too clear. The future is 
certainly exciting.

The final draft of the 
Pre-Notice of Race is 
under review and will be 
of interest to many. As a 
competitor and organiser 
my priorities are focused 
on this and safety. It is 
not just a trip across the 
Atlantic but a voyage of 
real endeavour, where 
these little boats cannot 
speed away from giant 
Southern Ocean swells 
under the control of electric 
autopilots. Instead, they 

will be kept alive and at one 
with the sea only by the 
hard work of their captains. 
I have been there and 
this is serious stuff. Risk 
mitigation is my priority 
but it is always there and is 
the reason we will go.

Something tells me 
I will live the same 
emotions and the sense of 
anticipation I did in 1995 
living a year of isolation 
in a little box chained to 
rocks in Antarctica with 
my wife Margie, when on 
June 14, 2018 I set sail from 
Falmouth in Betty, both for 

my own circumnavigation 
and for that of the whole 
GGR fleet. Sometimes I now 
feel like a father for the first 
time! 

This is why I have spent 
so long developing the Pre-
Notice of Race. Some will 
like what they see, others 
will dream of no rules. But 
if adventure is to play the 
game of bringing people 
to follow and be inspired, 
it has to play by sensible 
rules. 

David Schmidt, the racing 
editor at Sail in the USA, 
just sent me a cool message 

and had this to say about 
the Golden Globe Race: “I 
can’t say that I’m in the 
least bit surprised that you 
guys have received a ton 
of interest in the race. It’s 
a bloody brilliant idea, and 
it returns ocean sailing 
to what it has always 
historically been – a pursuit 
for hardmen/hardwomen 
who want to peek just a 
little further beyond the 
horizon. I think that this is 
one of the best evolutions 
of offshore racing in a long, 
long time!”

Thanks, David! 

“This skipper is on a little boat. He or she calls the shots 
and pays the price”

TOP The $36,000 Nicholson 32 Mk XI that 30yo Chris Jacks from the 
UK just bought to enter the 2018 GGR. He will live on board to save 
money, fit a Fleming windvane the same as Jessica Watson and start 
learning to sail oceans. He has never crossed one before but RKJ has 
been his hero for a long time. ABOVE LEFT If you want to enter, DBY 
Boat Sales in Pittwater, Sydney, have this near-new Vancouver 34 
that is faster than you may think for just over $200,000 ready to go. 

ABOVE RIGHT One good reason I like my Tradewind 35 – it has the 
best foredeck for working in the Southern Ocean! OPPOSITE PAGE 
Meanwhile in Fiji, my crew have arrived to prepare Ice for our 
BlueTreasure dive operations in Tonga. L-R Me, Tom our French 
Canadian cameraman film director, Annette our computer 
magnetometer specialist back for a second year as is Brownie my 
chief mate and skipper of Iki, with Jane as hotel manager once again.
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